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Areas of Specialization

Philosophy of Action · Philosophy of AI

Areas of Competence

Philosophy of Language · Philosophy of Mind · Metaphysics · Ethics

Education

Ph.D. in Philosophy, Florida State University 2027 (expected)
Dissertation: Deciding Beyond Action
Committee: Alfred Mele (chair), Randolph Clarke, Stephen Kearns

Visiting Student, University of Pittsburgh 2026–2027
Department of History and Philosophy of Science
Faculty Sponsor: Wayne Wu

M.A. in Philosophy, Seoul National University 2020

B.A. in Philosophy (minor in Linguistics), cum laude, Seoul National University 2016

Research

Dissertation: Deciding Beyond Action

My dissertation argues that agency extends beyond intentional action to include controlled achieve-
ments. I distinguish deciding proper—the momentary formation of an intention—from the process
of settling what to do, and challenge the view that deciding is a basic intentional action. I de-
velop a positive account of deciding as a nonactional culmination of resolving practical uncertainty.
The agent controls this culmination in virtue of an intention to resolve the uncertainty and the
knowledge-how that connects the particular decision to this process-guiding intention. This non-
actional account preserves responsibility-level control over decisions without regarding them as an
anomalous kind of action that is never intended. I extend the account to creative ideation, explain-
ing what grounds credit for originating ideas and how outsourcing their generation to AI changes
that credit.
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Research Papers

• “Is Deciding a Basic Action?” (under review)

• “Deciding as a Controlled Achievement” (under review)

• “Creativity, AI, and the Puzzle of Credit” (invited contribution to a special issue of
Inquiry ; in progress)

Presentations

* Invited presentation.

Deciding is a Controlled Achievement
• AI, Epistemic Methods, Language & Logic, Underwood International College* July 2026

Creativity, AI, and the Puzzle of Credit
• The 4th Philosophy and Artificial Intelligence Conference (PHAI4), Underwood
International College*

May 2026

Is Deciding an Action? (No.)
• 47th Annual Graduate Conference, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign March 2026

• 2026 APA Central Division Meeting, Chicago February 2026

• Bologna Workshop on Mind and Logic, University of Bologna* January 2026

• Florida Philosophical Association, Flagler College January 2025

Kane’s Effort to Solve the Luck Problem
• Florida Philosophical Association, Hillsborough Community College February 2026

Explaining Frege Cases from the Agent’s Point of View
• 2025 APA Eastern Division Meeting, New York January 2025

• Florida Philosophical Association, St. Petersburg College February 2024

ChatGPT Does Not Mean Anything, Yet
• Salzburg Conference for Young Analytic Philosophy 2024, Online September 2024

• Ethics and AI: The Uses We Make of Emerging Technologies and Machine
Learning, Utah State University

September 2024

• AI & Epistemology Workshop, Yonsei University* July 2024

Comments

• Comments on Justice Cabantangan, “The Possibility of Responsibility for
Delusions”
12th FSU Free Will, Moral Responsibility, and Agency Conference

September 2023
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Teaching

Instructor of Record at Florida State University

• Introduction to Philosophy Summer 2025

Guest Lecturer at Florida State University

“Experimental Philosophy and Knobe on Intentional Action”
Philosophy of Action (for Alfred Mele)

Spring 2026

“Bratman on Intention and Intentional Action”
Philosophy of Action (for Alfred Mele)

Spring 2024, 2025, 2026

“Davidson on Weakness of Will”
Philosophy of Action (for Alfred Mele)

Spring 2024, 2025, 2026

“Arguments for Compatibilism and Incompatibilism”
Philosophy of Action (for Alfred Mele)

Spring 2024, 2025

“Gamification and Its Risks: Twitter’s Gamifying Communication”
Ethics, Data, and Technology (for Zina Ward)

Fall 2025

“Situationist Skepticism of Moral Responsibility”
Free Will (for Marcela Herdova)

Fall 2024

“Bernard Williams against Utilitarianism”
Introduction to Philosophy (for Benjamin Kenofer)

Fall 2023

“Bernard Williams against Utilitarianism”
Introduction to Philosophy (for Benjamin Hause)

Fall 2021

Teaching Assistant at Florida State University

• Philosophy of Action Spring 2026

• Ethics, Data, and Technology Fall 2025

• Philosophy of Action Spring 2025

• Free Will Fall 2024

• Philosophy of Action Spring 2024

• Introduction to Philosophy Fall 2023

• Reasoning and Critical Thinking Spring 2023

• Metaphysics Fall 2022

• Introduction to Philosophy Spring 2022

• Introduction to Philosophy Fall 2021

Teaching Assistant at Seoul National University

• Philosophy of Language Spring 2020

• Modal Logic Winter 2019

• Logic Summer 2019

• Logic and Critical Thinking Winter 2018
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Honors, Awards, and Grants

Pony Chung Overseas Doctorate Scholarship 2021–2024

FSU Werkmeister Scholarship 2021–present

Seoul National University CORE Grant for Humanities 2016–2018

Academic Service

Department

Founder, FSU Candidacy Writing Group 2025–present

Vice President, FSU Philosophy Graduate Student Association 2024–2026

Lead Organizer, FSU Annual Free Will Conference 2024–2025

Organizer, FSU Annual Free Will Conference 2023

Journal Refereeing

Ergo 2026

Asian Journal of Philosophy 2025

Coursework

Formal Methods

Applied Machine Learning (Adrian Barbu, FSU) Fall 2023

Modern Logic (J. Piers Rawling, FSU) Spring 2022

Studies in Semantics 1 (Seungho Nam, SNU) Spring 2018

Philosophy at Florida State University

Epistemology and Ethics of AI (Zina Ward) Spring 2024

Intentional Actions (Overt and Mental) (Alfred Mele) Fall 2023

Causation (John Schwenkler) Spring 2023

Free Will and Moral Responsibility (Alfred Mele) Fall 2022

Ethics of Ignorance, Uncertainty, and Risk (Michael Bukoski) Fall 2022

Proseminar: Value Theory (Michael Bukoski) Spring 2022

Metaphilosophy (James Justus) Fall 2021

Self-Deception (Alfred Mele) Fall 2021

Proseminar: Metaphysics and Epistemology (Stephen Kearns) Fall 2021

Philosophy at Seoul National University

Action, Intention, and Agency (Jinho Kang) Spring 2020

Frege’s Puzzle (Jinho Kang) Spring 2018

Contemporary Western Philosophy: Causation (Woohwan Seon, Yonsei) Fall 2017
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Welfare and Autonomy (Hyunseop Kim) Fall 2017

The Philosophy of Leibniz (Jechul Park) Spring 2017

Studies in Philosophy of Language (Sungil Han) Spring 2017

Essence and Existence: Sortals and Origins (Sungil Han) Fall 2016

Happiness and Well-being (Hyunseop Kim) Fall 2016

The Nature of Proposition (Jinho Kang) Spring 2016

Languages

Korean (native)
Mandarin Chinese (previously advanced; not in recent use)
German (previously intermediate; not in recent use)

References

Alfred Mele
William H. and Lucyle T.
Werkmeister Professor
Department of Philosophy
Florida State University
amele@fsu.edu

Randolph Clarke
Professor
Department of Philosophy
Florida State University
rkclarke@fsu.edu

Stephen Kearns
Professor
Department of Philosophy
Florida State University
skearns@fsu.edu

Wayne Wu
Professor
Department of History and
Philosophy of Science
University of Pittsburgh
waynewu@pitt.edu

Zina Ward (teaching reference)
Associate Professor
Department of Philosophy
Florida State University
zward@fsu.edu
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